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Float Images Within Text

By: Zoe Gillenwater

Before the days of CSS-based layouts, we used the a11gn attribute of an image to make text wrap
around it on the left or right. Now, with the separation of content and presentation, we should use the
CSS f1o0at property to achieve this same effect. Floating images within text is one of the easiest ways to
learn how floats work. Nevertheless, if you haven't already read Float: The Theory

(http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=AC008) , you'll want to do that now. This article will show

you how to apply the theory you learn in that article to a real-world content layout technique.

The Markup

The key to any good CSS effect is a solid foundation of good (X)HTML. Download the support files for
this article by clicking on the download link at the bottom of this page and open the file
float_images.html in Dreamweaver. Go into Code View and look at the XHTML markup. The content is
simply a heading, two images, and two paragraphs:

<hl>Floating images in the text</hl>
<img src="styx.Jjpg" alt="Styx" width="200" height="241" />

<p>Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet...</p>
<img src="poe.jpg" alt="Poe" width="300" height="226" />
<p>Morbi eros massa...</p>

Right now, because these elements do not have any presentational attributes nor CSS applied to them,
each element sits on its own line (Image 1). Let's write some style rules to change that.
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Floating images in the text

Lorem ipsurm dolor sit amel, consecietuer adipiscing eil. Donec vitae lechss. Maecenas portitor
veshibulumn kipada. Inbager lobortis, bellus ac koborss porttilod, ante neque termput leo, of loreel Sem nisi
nnumerTy mbh Adguan efsd volulpal in egel dul, Asnean & ms! eget auguie rutrum condimantum, Mauns
EEmEntem porta vell. in venenalis ipsum ul congue dictum, ante il Suscipil uma, w impendiel dolor oo
o ciam. Carabeiur ulncies nibh i mauns. Mam pords mesdum nunc. Class agtent il sochosou ad
Moen forquent per Combia nostra, per inceptos menaeos s ac sapien Asnean at puns
Suspendisse in peda. YVestibulum sagiis, metus non ulbices solicituding, pesto guam congue m, ac ctus
ol puanes vl oo LR hendnand, veld whae o quam tristgue, sl lechus alacion valkl, id poria ieo magna eu
e Provin din bigula. Nam id 1oior. Chies ipsam

Moty eros massa, auctor nec, fermantum wiae, lobocks quas, mebus. Phasefius egesias sem al bguia
Suspondisas anlg, Sod hindoent, ks of inouks vanus, visdil 8hos grnada nond, of Qrivica uima U nec
nial Phaselius pomicr inderdum rune. Munc ac nunt nec vl vestibulum comecteler. Donsc ulnicies,
foetor in vilutpat gravida, mehis justo degrissim massa, eget mokestie lupis erat st amet enos. Phasefius
consequat auctor uma. Maecenas dolor runc, malesuada rhoncus, fesmentum vitae, insigue elementum
mla Phaselus lacus neque, Crsus Sif amed, sementum a, vanus eu, dolol, Proin voluipat vanus lorsm
Maacenas quam Morbi eusmod sgestas lorem: Proin bibindom ebt at tols. Mascenas blardit ot a
e, Class aplent 1nod sociosgu ad ko longuent per comubil NoSITa. per inceplos hymenseds. Sed
Whenn dotor, vilputale abousm, dapibus A, impeddied kbons, nis Efam sed ibera In enim mawuns, lempor
wige, auchor s semed, varivs vel, dul Cras in medus.

Image 1

Floating the Images

Still in Code View, notice that there is a st y1e element containing a single rule in the head of the page.
This is where we will write our style rules affecting the images. In a live page, you would keep all your
style rules in an external style sheet that you link or import into the page. However, when you are first
developing a page, as we are doing here, it's often easier to write the styles directly in the head so you
don't have to keep switching between multiple documents.

As you know from Float: The Theory, the £10at property can have two values, 1eft or right, each of
which moves the element that the float is applied to over to the left or right, respectively, and makes the
adjacent content wrap around the opposite side of that element. So, if we wanted both of the images on
our page to be aligned to the left with the text wrapping around on their right, we could add the following
rule:

img |
float: left;
}

This is all we need to move all the images as far to the left as they can go and make the text wrap around
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them to the right and below. However, we need to add a few more declarations to improve the display.
First of all, the second image will "hook" on the first one and display to its right if there isn't enough text
to wrap all the way down the right side of the first image (Image 2).

Floating images in the text
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P Selas MCUS Deaus, DUrsus S Sme], sermenium &, s eu, dokr. Froin volapal vanus kdem Masoenas Guam
Mot @ Smod a0e-ias lensrm . Prigen bibeecom ail ot ielus. Masoenas bianckd orc a anis. Class apbent 800 S000500
od ¥or Sequend por conabin nostm, per inCepios ymenasos. Sed Sbedo dolol, suputato abquam, dapibaes &, mpediol
koboms i Eham sed Ebord. i emam mauss lempos wiss. suctor S50 amel, wienrs vl 8o Ceas immahrs

Image 2

To force it to display beneath the first one, add a clear to it:

img {
float: left;
clear: left;

}

Now each image will always display beneath any previous floated images instead of side by side.

Warning: Sometimes, when you have a float and a clear applied to the same element, Internet Explorer will add large
gaps between pieces of content. After you're finished with this tutorial, read Close Gaps Next to Floated Images in
Internet Explorer (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=B03A6) for the fix to this bug.

There's one more style issue you'll probably want to remedy: the way the text butts right up against the
images (Image 2). To create space between the images and the adjacent text, assign margins to the
images:

img |

float: left;

clear: left;

margin: 0 20px 20px O0;
}

The margin value shown above is a shorthand value specifying all four margin values at once, in
clockwise order: top, right, bottom, left. It sets the right and bottom margins to 20 pixels while leaving
off any margins from the left and top. If you were floating the images to the right instead, you'd want
margin on the /eft and bottom.
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Floating images in the text

Lanerm ipsum dolor sit amel, consectetuer adipiscing il Donec witae
lechis Maecenas porttitor veshbulum Bgula. inbeger lobortis, belus ac
lobortis porthilorn, ke rngu fempas g, ef laoheed Serm sl nomurmmy
nilsh, Adquesm eral wolipad b oo Oa . Aerean i nesl eoel augus ninm
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anbl S hencnent, Welus of Eculis vanus, wAL afos grinada
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IOk NG, Fiadeasia ihondis, Tenmerum wiae, Insigue
alementum, nulla Phaselios s neque, cursus sit amet
alementum a, vanus eu, dolor. Proin volutpal vanus lorem
Maecenas quam Mo eusmod agestas ionem. Prom
bibsendiam ol al tolus. Mascends blandit oro o ante. Class
mphint tacili seciosdu ad Blon (orgueent per conubin Nosna, per incepbos ymenaecs. Sad ibeno dolor
valgutale akguarmn, dagibus B, imperdiet lobartis, nist Etism Sed B In enim mauns, [Bmpor viee, aucor
sit amet, varius vel, du Gras in mehss

Image 3

With these three little declarations in a single style rule, we can successfully float all the images
throughout our site. That's a heck of a lot easier and cleaner than applying the a1i gn attribute to every
image!

Increasing the Float Possibilities

The style rule that we've used up to this point would make all images throughout an entire site float to the
left and have text wrap around on the right (provided the rule was placed in an external style sheet and
linked or imported into every page). However, a much more common scenario is that throughout your
site, you have some images that you want to float left and some that you want to float right, others that
you don't want to float at all, and differing image sizes. The technique that I use to accommodate all these
different image float needs involves creating a few different CSS classes and applying them as needed to
the images.

First, I create a class for images that I want to float left:

.left |

float: left;

margin: 0 20px 20px O0;
}

I create a separate class for images that I want to float right:

.right {

float: right;

margin: 0 0 20px 20px;
}




In the sample page you've been working on, save a copy, then delete the i mg rule from the style section
in the head. Paste in the two . 1eft and . right rules above. If you preview your page now, you'll
notice that your images are not floating any longer. You need to apply the classes to the images. At the
end of the first i mg tag, before the />, type c1ass="1eft ", so it looks like this:

<img src="styx.Jjpg" alt="Styx" width="200" height="241" class="left" />

Repeat this same process for the second i mg tag, but this time, t ype class="right", so it looks like
this:

<img src="poe.jpg" alt="Poe" width="300" height="226" class="right" />

Note: The class attribute can appear anywhere within the img tag, not just at the very end. Just make sure you're
consistent with where you place it so that it's easy to go back later and remove classes if you need to.

Preview your page again and now the first image will be floating left and the second floating right (Image
4).

Floating images in the text

Lodem ipsum dolor sit amel, corsecteluer adipescing efit. Donec viae
lechirs Maetenas portibor vestibulum Bgula. Inleger lobortis, tefhus ac
labortis portitbor, arde rogue lempus ko, of odsed Sem fiis nonurry nith
Ahquarm eral volulpal In eget o ARnian & et egel augue nidrum
condimentum. Mauris elementum porta vedl invensenalis, ipsurm ut congue
THCheEm, anbe el suscipit umi, ut imgerdiel dolor 0co non quam. Curabitur
ulmcies nibh uf maws. Mam porcta interdum nunc. Class apbent tacih
sociosau ad ktora torguent per conubia nostra, per incepios yrenaeos
Duis ac sapesn, Asnedan ol puns. Suspendisn in peds. Vislibum
SRS, el non uinces soliciluding usto Quam Congue mi, ac cius onc
purnes ved ocko. Lt hendnent, velt wine adouam tnstaue, nish lectus aucion
well, id porta leo magna eu eros: Proin eu kpda. Mam id foftor Dies ipsum

heorbi aros massa, adcior
nec, Termentum wiae, lobortis quis, mehs. Phasehus
eposias sem o igula Suspendisse anln Sod hendrent
Dol o RRCLES VinoE, Wbl efos grivida und, & grindda ina
urna nec sl Praselus poditor irendum nund. Nunc ac
nunc ned vell vestibulem corsectehssr, Donec ullricies, oo
inyolapid gravda, melus prsho digessim massa,_ eget
moleshie hurpis ol St amel eros, Phaseios Consodgul
mocion wima. Maecenas dolor nunc, mabisuads rhancus.
Terrnerum wiae, nstiqoe elemenium, nua. Phacelius laous
MEeCUe, CUrsas Sil &mel, elementum 8, walius eu, Golor. Prom
volutpat vanus forem Maecenas quam: Morbi exesmod
egasias lorem Proin bibendum &6 af tellus. Mascenas
bilanck crcia are Class aplont ol sociosou ad ko Borquart par Corulia nostia, ped inceplos
hpmenacos Sed hbero dolor, vulputaie aliguam, dapibus &, impende] lobotis, nisi: Etigm Sed ibeng. in
BT MRS, Termpor vide, auctor sit amet, vanas vel, da Cras in melus

Image 4

Another common requirement of floated images is that they have captions. In order to keep the caption
with the image it is associated with, wrap the image and its caption (marked up in p tags) ina div:

<div class="left">

<img src="styx.Jjpg" alt="Styx" width="200" height="241" />

<p>This is Styx, our first cat. He 1is currently six years old.</p>
</div>

Note that I've moved the . 1e £t class to the opening div tag and taken it off of the image. This is
because I want the whole di v to float to the left, not just the image inside it. However, there's a problem:



the text of the caption doesn't start wrapping when it reaches the edge of the image. Instead, it stays all on
one line, pushing the adjacent text far away from the image (Image 5).

Floating images in the text
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This is Styx, our firsl cad. He is cumently Six years old
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mitus jusio dignissim massa, egel molesie hapds el sit
wmet o, Phaselus consequal auctor wna. Mamdenas
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vilputite aRouAm, dapibus &, impendoe DM, mal ENmm Sed BHenn. I anm mamns, Tardor wike, Gucton
sil amet, varius vel, g Cras m melus

Image 5

To fix this, you need to constrain the width of the div to the width of the image. The way I most
commonly do this is to create two standard image sizes for my site, one for horizontal images and the
other for vertical images. Horizontal images will usually be around 300 pixels wide, while vertical
images will be around 200 pixels wide. I create two separate classes for each of these standard sizes:

.horizontal {
width: 300px;
}

.vertical {
width: 200px;
}

Then, I apply whichever class I need to the div in addition toits . 1eft or . right class. Any element
can have more than one class simply by writing all the class values in a single c1ass attribute, each
separated by spaces:

<div class="left vertical">

<img src="styx.Jjpg" alt="Styx" width="200" height="241" />

<p>This is Styx, our first cat. He 1is currently six years old.</p>
</div>

With these changes in place, the caption now wraps when it gets to the edge of the di v, which is sized to
match the image within it (Image 6).
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Floating images in the text
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Image 6

Now you try applying a caption to the second image. (If you're having trouble, open up
float_images_2.html from the support files and take a peek.) You should end up with something that
looks like Image 7:

Floating images in the text
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Image 7

If you like my technique of using mix-and-match multiple classes to float images in your pages, |
recommend copying the following rules and creating a Dreamweaver Snippet out of them that you can
drop into all your style sheets when first starting a new site. (Not familiar with Snippets? Read Exploring
the Snippets Panel in Dreamweaver (http:/www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=AB7D1) by Bill
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Horvath.) You can adjust the width and margin values as needed, but these rules provide you with a good

basis for creating floated images:

.left |

float: left;

margin: 0 20px 20px 0;
}

.right {

float: right;

margin: 0 0O 20px 20px;
}

.horizontal ({

width: 300px;

}

.vertical {

width: 200px;

}

If the images on your site don't lend themselves to just two sizes, create as many classes as needed to
accommodate the different types of images you will have, giving each a class name that accurately
describes what is going to be applied to (for instance, a class of . product-thumbnail for small
images of products).

What's Next

Once you've got the hang of basic image floating, it's time to start learning about all the other great things
you can do with floats. Here's a sample of things to tackle next:

Do You Want To Do That With CSS? — Float Tricks (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=3017D)
Do You Want To Do That With CSS? — Floating Clear (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=95671)
Creating a Liquid Thumbnail Gallery with Floats (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=D8593)

Creating a Captioned Floating Thumbnail Gallery (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=8 A02E)

Create a Teaser Thumbnail List Using CSS: Part 1 (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=97480)
Do You Want To Do That With CSS? — Align Elements Left and Right
(http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=529B0)

Do You Want To Do That With CSS? - Multiple Column Lists
(http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=27F87)

North Pole: A Structural CSS Positioning Study (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=33662)

The Theory of CSS Column Design: Source Order (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=72426)

You'll probably also run into some float bugs and peculiarities along the way. Here's some ammunition to
help you deal with them as they pop up:

Close Gaps Next to Floated Images in Internet Explorer (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=B03A6)

Control Block Formatting Context (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=6BC9D)

Clearing Floats, the Easy Way (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=93C7A)
Float: The Bugs (Part One) (http://www.communitymx.com/abstract.cfm?cid=AF85B1B881347F29)

Approximate download size: 292k
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